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IREDERICK E. PERHAM was born

in the city of New York in 1869. He
received his education at the public schools

in that city and at the College of the City

of New York, where he was graduated with honors

in 1888. Shortly after his graduation he was

appointed a tutor in the College of the City of New
York and remained there for nearly seven years,

instructing in English and mathematics. While

engaged in this work Mr. Perham pursued his law

studies, first at the Columbia College Law School

and afterward at the law school of the University of

the City of New York, from which latter school he

was graduated with first honors in 1893.

During 1893 and 1894 Mr. Perham was instruc-

tor and lecturer at the University Law School, and

was also associated with the late Austin Abbott in

editing a law review. From 1895 to the time of his

death he had actively engaged in the practice of his

profession in the city of New York.

He was a member of the Republican Club of

the city of New York, the New York Athletic

Club, the Marine and Field Club, the Lieder-

kranz, the Phi Beta Kappa Society, the Society

of Medical Jurisprudence and other societies and

organizations.
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In 1903 Mr. Perham was nominated for mem-
ber of Assembly in the twenty-ninth district in New
York county by the Republican party, his candidacy

being endorsed by the Citizens' Union, and he was

elected by a substantial plurality.

Mr. Perham served as a member of Assembly

during the session of 1904, and was renominated and

re-elected and served in like capacity during the leg-

islative session of 1905 until the date of his death,

March 20, 1905. During his service in the Legisla-

ture he was a member of the Assembly committees

on judiciary, general laws, banks, taxation and

retrenchment, revision and printed and engrossed

bills.
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IHARLES S. PLANK was born in Rod-

man, Jefferson County, N. Y., September

27, 1863. He was reared on his father's

farm and attended the district school. He
graduated from Ives Seminary in the classical course

in 1884, and from the Potsdam Normal School in

1887.

Mr. Plank served three years as principal of the

Waddington Union School, and six years as school

commissioner of the second district of St. Lawrence

County. He also served as trustee of the village of

Waddington; as justice of the peace for eight

years and supervisor from 1898 to the time of his

death.

He studied law and was duly admitted to the

bar. He was also deeply interested in the cause of

education and farming, as well as in the profession

of law.

Mr. Plank was nominated for member of Assem-

bly in the first Assembly district of St. Lawrence

County by the Republican party in 1899 and was

elected by a very large plurality. He served as

member of Assembly during the session of 1900,

and was renominated and re-elected and served in

like capacity during the legislative sessions of 1901,

1902, 1903, 1904 and 1905.
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During his service in the Legislature he was

chairman of the Assembly committees on state pris-

ons and excise, and was also a member of the com-

mittees on ways and means, judiciary, codes, internal

affairs, canals, public education, public lands and

forestry and military affairs. He was influential in

perfecting and advancing many important measures

affecting education, taxation, agriculture and highway

improvement.
He was an active Republican and a recognized

leader of his party in St. Lawrence County.

IW6
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JILLIAM J. DONOHUE was born in

'}
the city of Brooklyn in 1874. He was

educated in the public schools of that

city. He engaged in the contracting

business in the city of New York in which he was

very successful.

In politics Mr. Donohue was an active Demo-

crat, of high standing and influence in his district.

In 1906 he was nominated for member of Assembly
in the fourteenth Assembly district of Kings County

by the Democratic party, and was elected by a sub-

stantial plurality. During 1907 to the time of his

death he served as a member of the Assembly
committees on banks and public printing.

During Mr. Donohue' s brief service in the

Assembly he gained and held the warm personal

friendship of all members with whom he became

associated.
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was chairman of the Assembly committee on public

lands and forestry, and was also a member of the

committees on ways and means, affairs of cities,

banks, commerce and navigation and trades and

manufactures.

In politics Mr. Stanley was a staunch Republi-

can, and during his service in the Assembly was rec-

ognized as one of the influential leaders of his party,

both in committees and upon the floor of the House.

IWB
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EAN LA RUE BURNETT was born

in Canandaigua in 1871, where he resided

until the time of his death. He was edu-

cated in the public schools and academy in

that village, and subsequently graduated from the

University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. While an

undergraduate in that institution he was an activea

leader in the organization of the American Collegiate

Republican League, which attained national reputa-

tion during the campaign of 1892, and thereafter was

recognized as a leader and as a Republican campaign

orator of unusual excellence, and as such took a

leading and active part in every subsequent state and

national campaign.

Mr. Burnett was for many years a contributor to

the leading magazines and periodicals. He adopted

law as his profession and was admitted to the bar and

engaged in active practice until the time of his death.

For several years Mr. Burnett was a member of

the clerical force of the Assembly, serving as a deputy

clerk assigned to the committee on revision. In

1898 he was nominated for member of Assembly
from Ontario County by the Republican party, and

was elected by a very large plurality. He served as

a member of the Assembly during the session of

1899, and was renominated and re-elected and served
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in like capacity during the sessions of 1900, 1901,

1902, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906 and 1907 until the

time of his death. For six years Mr. Burnett served

as chairman of the Assembly committee on affairs of

cities, and he was also for two years chairman of the

committee on general laws. He was also a member
of Assembly committees on ways and means, excise,

banks and federal relations.

Mr. Burnett died February 26th, 1907, and by a

special act of the Legislature it was provided that the

vacancy created by his death should not be filled

during the remainder of the session, a distinction

accorded no other member of Assembly in the history

of the State.
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JILLIAM G. HASTINGS was born in

'J
the city of Newburgh in 1868. He
was educated in the public schools and

at Sigler's Preparatory School. He
served as deputy postmaster of Newburgh and also

as private secretary for Governor Benjamin B.

Odell, Jr. ,
when the latter was a member of Con-

gress. In business Mr. Hastings was connected

with a prominent contracting firm and was widely

known in a business way throughout the State.

He was a member of many fraternal and social

organizations in the city of Newburgh and was also

a veteran of the Tenth Separate Company.
In 1903 Mr. Hastings was nominated for mem-

ber of Assembly in the first district of Orange

County and was elected by a large plurality. He
served as a member of the Assembly during the

session of 1905 and was renominated and re-elected

and served in like capacity during the legislative

sessions of 1906 and 1907. During his service in

the Legislature he was chairman of the Assembly
committee on revision and was also a member of the

committees on insurance, general laws, banks, pub-

lic health and commerce and navigation.
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In Assembly, March 20, 1905

R. SPEAKER NIXON. It is the pain-

ful duty of the Chair to announce that

death has again come to one of our num-
ber even in the midst of the busy affairs

about this circle. I am personally grieved to

announce to the Assembly the death of one of our

beloved and respected colleagues, which occurred

this morning at the Albany Hospital ; one who was

with us in the active performance of his duties, one

who during the two years he has been a member of

this body has gained the respect and admiration of

everybody about this circle through his courtesy to

all members and his attention to official duties. I

am grieved to announce the death of our colleague,

Mr. Frederick E. Perham of New York, which

occurred in this city this morning.

Mr. AGNEW. Mr. Speaker, out of respect to

our esteemed friend and comrade, Frederick E.

Perham, I move that the Assembly do now adjourn.
27



In flftemoriain

Honorable JAMES T. ROGERS spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, it has been truly said that the
"
shallows murmur while the deeps are dumb. " In

the shadow of this great affliction the tongue is silent

and only the heart speaks the anguish and the sorrow

which comes to everyone of us who, during this ses-

sion, and many of us during the session of 1904,

were associated with our esteemed colleague who has

passed to the Great Beyond. But one short week

ago to-night he was with us participating in the delib-

erations of the House, and none of us anticipated

that so soon the grim messenger would visit us and

break the circle which has been deliberating here

during the present winter, and much less would any
of us have selected him as the mark of that arch

enemy of human life. The time is not fitting, with

the poignancy of our grief too great, for a fitting

expression of eulogy or of the esteem in which he is

held by those who knew him as we have been

privileged to know him.

I am advised that the mortal remains of our col-

league are resting now in a nearby place on Wash-

ington avenue, and that it has been so arranged that

the members of this House may proceed in a body,

presently, to pay our respects to our colleague ere

his remains are borne in the early morning to the city

of New York, which was his home. I suggest that

immediately after adjournment, we form in a body
to proceed to No. 7 Washington avenue, and there

view the remains of our colleague ; and then at some

later date that there be fixed an hour when, under
28
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suitable surroundings and when we have had time to

reflect further, a fitting expression may be given to

the character and life of our colleague by a memo-
rial service of this body. I believe that on the mor-

row, also, when the funeral arrangements have been

perfected, a resolution will be offered with reference

to the appointment of a proper committee. So with

this present brief and altogether unworthy tribute to

the love and esteem in which we have held our col-

league, with this expression of the grief which we
feel, I rise on behalf of the majority to second the

motion of the gentleman from New York, Mr.

Agnew.

Honorable GEORGE M. PALMER spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, this is a fitting procedure on the

part of the House. It strikes me as peculiarly fit-

ting that during this session there has been no roll

call, because, had there been, one voice would have

been silent. Roll calls may be had to-morrow and

on the day following, and that voice will remain

silent. I pause in seconding this resolution to ask

myself the question that you all ask yourselves on

occasions of this kind: What is there about this

something that we call life and about that more mys-
terious something that we call death, because we
know no other name to call it ? We stand to-night

in the presence of death. We are sitting about a

circle in which, when completed one week ago, a dis-

tinguished member sat with us. And I feel that, as
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friend after friend drops out, we come to know some-

thing more of the value of friendship ; and I always

like to hear someone say as an associate drops out,

"move a little nearer, that we may still touch

elbows," because there will come a time when the

realities of life will be slipping away, when we all

want someone to stand by the border line, and, as

we have gone into the bright reality, say something
to those who remain of whatever virtue we may
possess.

To think that our friend was with us one week

ago and will never meet with us again saddens our

hearts. I remember well the expression he made
one week ago, and it was along in the line of paying
our tribute and sympathy to those who had passed

away, little thinking then that he would be among
those who would be numbered among the great

majority on this occasion; but to-night "soft falls

the dew on the face of the dead ;

'

our associate is

off duty forever. And with bowed head and bleed-

ing heart I desire to second the motion already made
for an adjournment out of esteem to our friend.

Mr. SPEAKER. The approval of the motion of

the gentleman from New York will be by a rising

vote. (The Assembly rises. ) The motion is unani-

mously adopted. This House is adjourned out of

respect to our colleague until to-morrow morning at

eleven o'clock.
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In Assembly, March 21, 1905

Mr. PRENTICE offered for the consideration of

the House a resolution, in the words following:

WHEREAS, We have heard with profound sor-

row of the death in the city of Albany on Monday,
March 20, 1905, of the Hon. Frederick E. Perham,
member of Assembly from the twenty-ninth

Assembly district of the county of New York ; and

WHEREAS, The people of the State of New
York have been deprived of the services of a high-

minded and conscientious legislator, and we, his

associates, of a faithful friend ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That we express our deep sense of the

loss which the people of the State of New York
have sustained in the death of the Hon. Frederick

E. Perham, and that we convey to the family of the

deceased our sympathy in their bereavement; and

be it further

Resolved, That the Speaker of the Assembly

appoint a committee of twelve members to represent

the Assembly at the funeral of the deceased ; and be

it further

Resolved, That this resolution be spread upon
the journal of the House, and a copy thereof, suit-

ably engrossed, be transmitted to the family of the

deceased.

Pursuant to said resolution Mr. SPEAKER

announced the appointment of the following com-

mittee: Messrs. Prentice, Stanley, Agnew, Etzel,

Dowling, Fish, Wade, Rigby, Cahn, Hornidge,

Shanahan and Ellis.
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Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said resolution, and it was

determined in the affirmative.

In Assembly, March 29, 1905

Mr. PRENTICE offered for the consideration of

the House a resolution, in the words following :

Resolved, That the Speaker of the Assembly

appoint a committee of three members to arrange

for a service to be held in the Assembly Chamber in

memory of the Hon. Frederick E. Perham.

Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said resolution, and it was

determined in the affirmative.

Mr. SPEAKER appointed as such committee

Messrs. Prentice, Moreland and Cahn.

In Assembly, April 6, 1905

Mr. PRENTICE offered for the consideration of

the House a resolution, in the words following :

Resolved, That this Assembly meet in the

Assembly Chamber on Tuesday evening, April 11,

at 8:30 o'clock, to conduct exercises in memory of

Frederick E. Perham, late member of Assembly, by
which it may express its appreciation of his services,

its sense of the loss sustained in his death, and its

sympathy with his family.
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Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said resolution, and it was

determined in the affirmative.

In Assembly April 11, 1905

Mr. SPEAKER NIXON. Gentlemen of the

Assembly, pursuant to a resolution previously

adopted, we have met this evening for the purpose of

paying a last tribute to the personality of one of our

members about this circle, whose untimely death we

were called upon to mourn so greatly a few weeks

ago; to pay the tribute to his personality, to his

attributes as a friend and to the services which he

had rendered as a capable and efficient member of

this body during the past two years. We mourn

more than we can tell, because the friendships which

are formed about this circle during association for

three or four months are exceedingly strong ;
and it

seems especially hard when in the midst of our busy

life death should strike one who seemingly had as

much right to expect to live as any member about

this hall.

Gentlemen, I will recognize the speakers in

the order designated by the committee appointed,

pursuant to your resolution, to arrange for this

Memorial.
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Honorable EZRA P. PRENTICE spoke as follows:

Mr. Speaker, we have met here to pay a simple

honor to the memory of our fellow brother, Fred-

erick E. Perham. He was taken from us in the

midst of his work here, and in the midst of his

activities, and the suddenness of his death brought
home to us the shock with greater force. One week

before his death he was in this Chamber taking part

in the deliberations of this body, and standing as he

always did for that which he thought was right. It

has seemed to me peculiarly impressive that his acts

upon that last night when he was with us illustrated

with singular force the characteristics of his nature

that endeared him to us and made him a force in

this House, conscientiousness in the performance of

his duty and a fearless stand for the principles in

which he believed. He had been advised, I am told,

that his health was not in such a state as permitted

him freely to go out. He was in such a state of

health as must have made it difficult for him to do

so; but he had duties here to perform, and fear-

lessly, not deterred by danger nor by difficulty, he

came here to do those things which were before him,

and stood up that night in this Chamber and argued

fearlessly for the opinions which he held. I shall

like to remember that the last recollection I had of

him were of those traits that made him a valuable

member of this House
; conscientiousness in the per-

formance of his duty and fearlessness in the stand

which he believed he should take.

It is not for us to question why he was taken
34
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from us. And yet it is difficult to think of it with-

out wondering. He was a man in the strength of his

youth, apparently of unusual strength and health and

with every prospect and promise of success before

him
;
for every step which he had taken thus far in life

had been attended with success. He was successful as

an instructor. He had been successful in the practice

of his profession. He had been associated with men
noted in that profession and his work in the profession

was known already and being recognized, and being

recognized continually as work of great force, and in

this body his services had been valuable. He was

valued as a friend. He had accomplished already

much more than ordinarily falls to the lot of a man
whose experience in the Legislature is so short: and

his opinion was valued, his opinion was sought,

and his support on any measure, and it was sought
because when once he stood for a measure it was

known that he would not change, that he would

stand for it because he believed it was right, and

that he was a man whose motives could not be

swayed nor turned by anything that is unworthy.

Every member in this House in his death lost a

friend. The State lost the services of an efficient

legislator. The people lost a man whose ability

was already demonstrated and a man of great

promise. And yet I think it is not altogether lost;

because his memory will remain with those who
knew him, and the work that he did already stands

as a monument to him; and his influence among
those who knew him, his influence in the Legislature,
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his influence in the city from which he came,
remains and will remain as a tribute to his strength,

to his effectiveness and to his honesty and trust.

Honorable JAMES T. ROGERS spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, it is not mine to pronounce the

eulogy which the life and name of our fallen com-

rade merits or deserves, but let it rather be my por-

tion to lay upon his bier a single flower as the tribute

of a loving friend. Once again in the midst of the

busy problems of life we have been confronted with

the great eternal problem of life and death, an unopen
book of the race. Once again the silver cord has

been loosened and the golden bowl been broken.

Once again we have stood in the dark shadows of the

Valley of Death, and even as we do so our thoughts
have been turned toward the great problem and our

souls cheered by the hope which turns our eyes
towards the eternal life and the sunshine of the

morning of the hereafter.

With the soldiers, with the men who battle for

their country and their flag, it is always accounted an

honorable thing to fall upon the field of battle. We
are taught by those who lead us in the thought of

the present day that in the hour of civil life when
the tocsin of war is not sounding, when the trumpet
is not calling us to arms, there is a duty which we
owe as citizens to the State which calls for no less

nobler qualities of manhood, no less higher qualities
36
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of integrity, no less faithfulness to our duty and to

our trusts than are those which fall to the lot of the

soldier. If the simile be good then it seems to me
that our friend who, but a few nights ago, sat with us

around this circle, and whose absence is now beto-

kened by the draped desk and the shrouded chair,

may have as his part the privilege of having fallen on

the field of civic strife. In the discharge of his duties

as a citizen and a public officer he went from the field

of battle, so to speak, to the bed which was to mark

the closing of his earthly days.

I would if I could and if time would permit pay
tribute to the splendid qualities of head and heart

which he had manifested with us here and which in

the all too short period of our acquaintance had

commanded our respect and had won our love and

admiration.

As the gentleman from New York has fitly said

he was a man of high ideals. He was a man actuated

by a keen sense of right and wrong and a man
imbued with principles of justice and rectitude in

private and public life. We have differed with him

on this floor and have been struck with the generosity

of his judgment and with the tenacity with which he

clung to that which he believed was right. His

voice was always lifted for that which was right in

his judgment and his voice was always strong in

opposition to that which he believed to be wrong.

In personal contact he was genial, sunshiny, full of

love and kindness and consideration for those with

whom he was associated.
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Thirty-six years marked the brief span which in

the providence of the All Wise One was allotted to

his all too short career. It would seem to us that

his life work was not yet done. It would seem to

us that the promise of his younger years just reaching

their full fruition as he crossed the threshold of

maturer years was one which gave great hopes for

future usefulness. And yet he is no more. In the

solemn thought of what life is, of what life to each

of us may be, in considering that what has been his

lot will ultimately be ours, we pause when we think

how trivial after all are the questions to us for the

moment great and yet in the eyes of the Great

Infinite One so small, upon which we divide. And
we cherish the memory ofour fallen comrade because

of the inherent qualities of manhood which he pos-

sessed and because of the splendid qualities of heart

which shone out through his soul.

He was with us; he was participating in the

affairs of this House. It seemed as if he was to con-

tinue as an active potential factor until the end of

the session
;
but the strange malady which laid him

low came suddenly upon him and he was with us no

more. From the controversies of this Chamber, for

a few brief days he laid upon the bed of sickness and

distress and then " God's finger touched him and he

slept."

With love, with enduring affection, we bid him

farewell. We cherish the ideals which he held, which

were inherent to the great principles of right ;
and

we realize that he was actuated not by any transitory
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ambition but by that more noble aim which lifts up
the high standard which makes for better morality and

better manhood. He was inspired by the thought

which the poet expressed when he exclaimed :

"To have struck one blow for truth in the daily fight with lies,

To have done one deed of right in the face of calumnies,

To have sown in the souls of men one thought that will not die,

To have been a link in the chain of life, shall be immortality."

Such an immortality is his. And with sadness,

with grief, with sympathy for the parents, for the

brother and the sister who are left so disconsolately

alone, we say to our friend, not farewell, no, not fare-

well; but in the hope of the Eternal we say to him,

thinking of him as he left this Chamber on that night

a few weeks ago, not good-bye, but merely good-

night; with the hope that in some better clime it

may be yet our privilege to say good-morning.

Honorable GEORGE M. PALMER spoke as follows:

Mr. Speaker, no drapery such as covers the

vacant chair is necessary to remind us of our meeting

here, or is it necessary to tell us silently that the

voice of a friend has been hushed forever.
" In this dark world of ours there is no richer gem

than sorrow's diadem a tear.
'

I obey the impulse

of my heart when I drop a tear upon the bier of our

friend, and offer my humble contribution to the sad

ceremonies of this hour, and attempt to bear testi-

mony to the worthy life and excellent character of

our departed friend. Memorial occasions come to
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this House with frightful frequency. Nearly every

year there are those who come to these halls, ambi-

tious of distinction, inspired by high resolves,

buoyant with hope, with promise of long and use-

ful lives, who play their parts but for a day, and

then are called beyond the shadows to the eternal

morning.
How many of the departed there are in the book

of records, each suggesting to the living that their

names will soon be written in the journal of death.

Looking upon its pages I commune for the moment
with the past, with its hopes and disappointments,

its victories and its defeats, its life and death. The

living present suggests the past. The now revives

the before, and foreshadows the hereafter. How
these dark hours sadden, soften, mellow ; also inspire

within us the hope of immortality.
" The old, old

fashion, that came in with our first garments, and

will last unchanged until our race has run its course,

and the wide firmament is rolled up like a scroll.

Oh, thank God for that old fashion yet ofimmortality ;

and light upon the angels of our children, when the

swift river bears us to the dark ocean.
'

We are reminded that while our friend is gone
from us, he is not to sleep forever, for He who every

springtime, with sunshine and shower touches the

bosom of the earth that the rose and the forget-me-

not may come forth and shed their fragrance and

beauty on the world, will not allow a human soul, the

very culmination of His creation, to remain forever in

the night of the grave. So our friend has only fallen
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asleep after all, and will so remain only until the

Father wakes him to the joys of eternal life.

I am glad to have known and associated with

Frederick E. Perham ; am glad that in our sessions

of intercourse we had become friends; am glad to

know also that while the friend is gone, that his noble

and genial qualities will abide with us forever, and

will tend to enrich our lives to the end of the journey,

for
' '

Friendship, the privilege of private men, human

greatness knows no blessing so substantial.
' Love

is most enriching, yet it is ofttimes a turbulent emo-

tion, tearing through life as a mountain torrent

dashes over the rocks. Friendship is more steadfast,

less nervous, more tranquil, less suspicious, more con-

fident, and, as Bacon says,
' *

Friendship maketh a

fair day in the affections, from storm and tempest.'

All were unprepared for the announcement of

Mr. Perham's death. On Monday evening he was

with us taking part in the debates of the House.

Ere the succeeding Sunday night witnessed our gath-

ering he had passed through the damps of death, and

peacefully entered the "dawn of eternal morning.'

He died just as he touched life's meridian. With

his culture and intellectual equipment, his fund of

resources, his untiring energy, had health and life

been spared to him, who can say the position he might

have attained?

His personal and public life commanded the

respect of his neighbors, for he was chosen by popular

vote to succeed himself, which had not before been

the case with any other who represented his district,
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A manly character only could have inspired such

confidence there; a faithful service only could have

secured its continuance. Mr. Perham was a man of

independent thought and action. He acted after con-

sideration and firm convictions, well founded. He
was not like a weathercock, turning hither and

thither, swayed by every popular breeze, but was

rather a leader of public opinion. He could and did

express his opinion upon legislative questions intelli-

gently and fearlessly. No man could swerve him

from the path of duty as he saw it, and none could

deliver him on any question. Let me here put my
convictions on record, in the expression that in all

places and at all times, and in the largest and truest

sense, he was an honest man and an uncorruptible

public servant. Fidelity to principle was the chart

of his life. Duty discharged, the rule of his action.

While not pretentious in the expression of his con-

victions, yet he maintained them with inflexible

firmness : not with a firmness born of self-conceit,

but that which is prompted by a consciousness of

right and modest merit. He was safe, reliable and

useful.

Again he was steadfast in his friendships, kind

and genial in his social relations, and never forgot to

be a gentleman. He had a warm heart and of the

finest fibre, easily touched and responsive in the pres-

ence of distress or sorrow. His thinking was clean

and along right lines. His mind was so cultured

that intercourse with him brought benefit to those

who enjoyed the social hour in his companionship.
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He knew his friends and delighted to do them a

service.

Many of us can say of him, as was said of another

long years ago, in a funeral oration :

' ' He was my
friend.' It is with great satisfaction that we can

review his character, strong in its structure, complete

in its appointments, polished in its finish. He has

left to his relatives and friends a heritage better than

riches a good name, for
' '

his were clean hands,

his was an honest heart.'

Alas, in the springtime of life our associate has

fallen. His life went out calmly and resignedly, and

while we are still here to enjoy the spring season,

which is so beautifully expressed in the delicate

growth of renewing nature, let us gather comfort

from the fact that while he is gone from our midst,

yet he has entered into that land of perpetual spring,

where no wreaths are necessary to signalize love, and

no crosses to befigure faith, but the face of the

Father into whose keeping he has passed will be to

him an unending realization of joy and love.

"His day has come, not gone;

His sun is risen, not set;

His life is now beyond
The reach of death or change,

Not ended, but begun."

Honorable ROBERT J. FISH spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, I do not feel that I can add much
to what has been said in praise and eulogy of our

43



In flDemoriam

departed brother, but I feel as though I could hardly

let this occasion pass without saying a few words of

tribute to the memory of Mr. Perham.

I first became acquainted with him in the begin-

ning of the session of last year, as he had a large

number of bills before the Judiciary Committee, and

I came to know him then very well. I had the

pleasure, and it has been greatly to my profit, to serve

on that committee with him until his death during
this session; and from my acquaintance with him
last year and close association with him during the

present session I learned not only to admire his many
good qualities but to have great confidence in him
and to respect and to love him. He would not ask

the committee to report, nor the Assembly to pass, a

bill which he did not believe to be a good one. He
would not do a dishonorable act of any kind. He
was a well-read, thorough and careful lawyer; an

active, industrious, conscientious legislator; a fair

and worthy opponent when opposed ;
a loyal friend

and helper when he was with you on any proposi-

tion; upright and straightforward in all his doings

and dealings; and above all was a thoroughly

incorruptible, honest man and honest public official.

One little circumstance will illustrate not only
his faithfulness to duty but the frailty of human hopes
and human expectations. It was a thing which at

the time touched me very deeply. You will remem-
ber that the Hooker committee had a meeting, I

think upon Thursday prior to Mr. Perham's death.

He was unable to attend the meeting. On Monday
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I came to Albany. I learned at the hotel of his

death. I came up here to my desk and opened a

letter signed by him, written on the Friday preced-

ing; and in that letter he asked me to have noted

upon the minutes of the Hooker investigation com-

mittee the fact that he was detained in the hospital

on account of serious illness under which he probably
would be confined about three weeks. That seemed

to me like a message from the grave, seemed to me
and seemed to others, "be ye also faithful unto

death.
"

His sudden taking away from life was a sad

commentary upon the frailty of human strength and

upon the vanity of human hopes and human ambi-

tions. Only one week prior to his death he was with

us upon the floor of this House and took part in the

debates of the bills before this body, full of life,

strength, hope, and ambition, anxious to do his part

and do it well. Young in years, there seemed to be

before him a long life of usefulness, of happiness and

success. Within a week the light had gone out of

his eyes, the strength was out of his body, hope and

ambition had departed. All that now remains of

him is the lifeless body shrouded and mouldering in

the grave. The spirit has gone to its reward,--the

body has returned to the dust from which it came,

and our former friend and brother lives only in our

memories. He was an important member of the

Judiciary Committee; an important member of the

Assembly; an important citizen; but his death

serves, as in due turn the death of each of us will
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serve, to demonstrate the very little importance of

any one. After his death and burial the Committee

did its work as before, the Assembly went on with

its business as before, the world and all its multitu-

dinous business affairs moved on with the same

swiftness and heedlessness of life and death as if he

were still among the living. Long may the memory
of the good traits of the man and character and heart

of our departed friend live in our memories and long

may they be to us an inspiration to higher deeds and

nobler actions.

tp* &&

Honorable ARTHUR C. WADE spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, it is sometimes difficult for us to

become reconciled to what seems to be the untimely
death of one so full of hope and promise as that of

Frederick E. Perham. And yet it is not for us to

murmur. Human intelligence is far too feeble to

comprehend the reason for the removal from this

body of one who was so useful as this young man
whose chair and desk are to-night draped in mourn-

ing. His life reminds us of one fact, of what the

life of each individual leaves after that individual has

passed away. It serves some sort of purpose, just as

the waves of the ocean dashing against the shore

tends to purify the water, so the life of each good
citizen tends to the elevation of society. And we
will all unite here on this occasion in the assertion

that the life of this young man made for the better-

ment of the world. He knew not what it was to be

insincere; he possessed no evil purpose; he had no
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evil thoughts. I first became acquainted with him
in the session of 1904. He was always modest,

unassuming, gentle, affectionate, kindhearted and

cheerful, with a keen perception of right and wrong,
and the courage on all occasions to stand for that

which he believed to be right. I recall no instance

during my acquaintance with Mr. Perham when he

could be found faltering in the face of duty. He
never shielded the unjust, he never temporized with

wrong, he never fell prostrate on the altar of compro-
mise. He was a man on each and every occasion.

He engaged in our debates, which sometimes became

heated, sometimes bitter, but Frederick E. Perham
never carried the feeling past the railing that sur-

rounds this Chamber. He left it all here. He went

out of this House as he came in, the friend of

every one who knew him.

In his life we find a typical American citizen.

As we here on the floor of this House at times

engage in political conflict, it is not difficult to tell

to which political party we belong, but let some foe,

foreign or domestic, assail the old flag, and that

instant you can no longer recognize the politics of

any American citizen. This was the kind of life

that Mr. Perham lived so far as I know. A great,

big-hearted man.

I remember the last occasion on which he was

with us. I remember the subject that he discussed

before this House on that occasion. I remember

one thing that he said that he could not under-

stand any reason why the people of the city of New
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York, paying out their own money, should not be

permitted to expend it as they saw fit
;
a sentiment

that would appeal to most men. The following

night he sent for me to come to his room. 1 went

there and found him in bed, pulse so rapid you could

scarcely count it, with a very high fever; and yet

the courage of the man was the same then as it had

ever been. Death had already laid its stamp upon
his features, but he was making the same struggle

then for life that he made for right in all the walks

and vicissitudes of life. He fell in that battle where

we must all fall. I know that we cannot understand

that it is for the best; and for myself if I were to

express an opinion I might say that it could not be

for the best. And yet, my brothers, it matters but

little when we go, whether it be in mid-ocean when
the noon-time of life is on and life is filled with hope,

or whether this vessel shall be wrecked on the farther

shore of twilight it is of little consequence after

all. But one thing is of the greatest consequence,

and that is, that we should leave behind us the

memory of a life that shall serve to light the way of

others, that shall make some person's burden less

burdensome, that shall help to carry the load of the

unfortunate. This was a part of the creed of this

young man, who believed in reaching out to raise a

fallen brother. He believed in what Robert Tnger-

soll once said in this Chamber in pronouncing a

eulogy upon the life of Roscoe Conkling :

' ' He who

stoops above the fallen stands erect.
'

If I shall be

permitted to live for years to come, the mystic cords
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of memory stretching back to the session of 1904-5

will remind me of the life and character of Frederick

E. Perham, and will serve as an inspiration to

higher thoughts and purer purposes.

Honorable EMANUEL S. CAHN spoke as follows:

Mr. Speaker, there come times in a man's life

when the heart wishes to speak but the lips find

themselves expressionless. Such a time has come to

me to-night. While it is true of most of the mem-
bers here that they knew Fred Perham but for two

years, I may almost say he was to me a lifelong

friend. I met him first when I entered the College

of the City of New York, from which he had gradu-

ated the previous year, and at which institution he

was then teaching. Beginning at that time up to the

day of his death, Fred Perham was always a dear

friend of mine and he was as stalwart in his friend-

ships as he was in every other feeling which he had

and which has been so ably expressed here to-night.

In the case of an old man, a man who has run

his life of three score years and ten, death comes

expectedly though not welcome. But in the case of

a man of the age of Fred Perham, who had his life

before him, who should have lived not only for him-

self, but for the State of New York, to which he was

an honor, it seems to me that the words of Shakes-

peare apply, that
' *

death lies on him like an untimely
frost on the sweetest flower of all the field.

'

It is

true Fred Perham was the sweetest flower of all the
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field. Wherever you met him, whenever you met

him, Fred Perham knew his duty and did it.

I say 'it of the dead, in the presence of the liv-

ing, that there was no man in this House, either this

year or last year, who knew the right more quickly
and was ever more ready and willing to do it than

the man in whose memory and honor we meet here

to-night.

It has been said to-night and correctly, that

Fred Perham died on behalf and for the State of

New York. Peace has its heroes no less renowned

than war. I shall never forget the last words that

he spoke to me. He was leaving the hotel for the

hospital and as I met him in the hallway and shook

hands with him he said to me,
" What will the boys

in the twenty-ninth think of me for not going to the

Assembly and doing my work?
'

Such a man was

he. He thought not of himself but of the duties

that he was elected to perform and the fact that his

sickness made that an impossibility. Had it not

been for his ardent desire to be here during the inves-

tigation upon the charges now pending, had it not

been for his earnest wish to do his duty to his district

and to his faith, I doubt not that Fred Perham
would still be with us to-night.

Fred Perham was an ambitious young man, but

in the furtherance of his ambition he never did any-

thing of which any person need be ashamed. Those

he left behind him, his relatives, his friends, around

this Chamber and elsewhere, need never regret any
act that he ever did. In furtherance of his ambi-
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tions he was always upright and honest. And it

strikes me to-night that after all his work, after all

the labors that he has performed and his arduous

duties, the language of Gray seems befitting :

"The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power,
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave,

Await alike the inevitable hour,

The paths of glory lead but to the grave."

Mr. SPEAKER. Are there any other members
who desire to be recognized? If no one about the

circle desires to make any further remarks, the House
stands adjourned.

IWB
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In Assembly, Extraordinary Session, June 21, 1905

R. MERRITT offered for the considera-

tion of the House a resolution, in the

words following:

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed

to draft resolutions and to arrange for suitable

memorial services in honor of the late Hon. Charles

S. Plank, whose recent and untimely death we all

deplore.

Mr. MERRITT. In offering this resolution and

moving its adoption I do not desire to take the time

of the Assembly for any extended remarks. It is

both customary and fitting that this body should take

suitable and proper cognizance of the death ot a

member. Through the journal of this House are

scattered from year to year resolutions such as this.

They are the memento mori of our legislative life,

reminding us that in the course of nature in our

own cases such procedure may at some time be

expected. This is the second time during the term
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of office of the present members of this House that

we have been called upon to mourn the death of a dis-

tinguished and useful member. This time it comes
from the northern tier, from the north country.
Almost at this hour and on this day all that is mortal

of our departed colleague is being consigned to its

final resting place, in the town in which I live, where

he was educated, where many of his friends and rela-

tives by blood or sacrament reside, and members of

his family near and dear to him lie buried, there,

almost at this moment, his remains are being

consigned to final and eternal rest.

We feel in our north country that we have lost

a friend, a valuable representative and a kindly,

honorable and honest gentleman.

I know, my friends, that you join with us and

with his associates and family in the profound sorrow

which they feel. I know that from each of you,

and from many another who has been an associate

of our departed colleague, there comes to those

friends and to that bereaved family the highest

measure of your sympathy.
At the proper time, I and others, about this cir-

cle 1 doubt not, will desire the opportunity of saying

a few words in reference to his service and of our

estimation and appreciation of his usefulness and

character. Without further remarks now I move
the adoption of the resolution.

Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said resolution, and it was

determined in the affirmative.
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In Assembly, April 26, 1906

Mr. MERRITT offered for the consideration of the

House a resolution, in the words following :

Resolved, That when the Assembly adjourns

Monday night, April thirtieth, it do so in honor of

the memory of Hon. Charles S. Plank, for six years

a member of Assembly for the first Assembly district

of St. Lawrence county.

Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said resolution, and it was

determined in the affirmative.

In Assembly, April 30, 1906

Honorable EDWIN A. MERRITT, JR., spoke as

follows :

Mr. Speaker, in accordance with the resolution

which I offered, and having reached the hour of

adjournment of this evening's session, I wish to

express something of the estimate of character and

ability of our late colleague, the Honorable Charles

S. Plank.

For six consecutive years Mr. Plank represented

the first Assembly district of St. Lawrence county

in this body. Immediately after the close of the

regular session of last year he was taken ill with a

malignant type of fever, and after weeks of pain and

suffering passed away. It was my melancholy duty
to attend his funeral in the village in which he resided
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on the day before the opening of the special session

of 1905.

Mr. Plank was born in Rodman, Jefferson

county, N. Y., September 27, 1863, of good old New
England stock. He was reared on his father's farm

and attended the district school. In 1884 he gradu-

ated from Ives Seminary, and in 1887 from the Pots-

dam Normal School. On completion of his school

course and graduation he entered the profession of

teaching as principal of the Waddington Union

School, and from that time on was always associated

with the town of Waddington.
He filled many important positions of trust in

connection with that town and village, having been

trustee of the village, a justice of the peace, and for

many years supervisor of the town. He was admit-

ted to the bar and, after having served for six years

as school commissioner of the second school commis-

sioner district of St. Lawrence county, entered upon
the practice of his profession.

Mr. Plank was first elected a member of Assem-

bly in 1899 and served consecutively six years.

During his service here he was placed upon most of

the important committees of the House public

education, codes, canals, public lands, was chairman

of the excise committee, and a member of the ways
and means committee. It was my good fortune to

serve with him not only here for four years, but for

many more years than that upon the board of

supervisors of St. Lawrence county, and I may
fairly say that I had not only a political but a close
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personal acquaintance with him. Mr. Plank was an

eloquent and forceful speaker ;
most conscientious in

his views of public duty and thorough in the execu-

tion of those duties. He was a man of strong

religious convictions and always took a strong posi-

tion on all public questions where ethics and morals

were involved.

During political campaigns Mr. Plank's voice

was heard throughout the northern part of the State.

He was a vigorous and forceful speaker, carrying

conviction of honesty and sincerity in every word he

uttered. He had the respect and affection of a

large circle of friends, personal and political, and his

death has been felt as a serious loss by a great

number of people.

Throughout the fibre of the social life of the

rural sections of our State there runs a thread of the

old New England stock, puritanical in its views of

life and duty, but a preserving element on the side

of good morals and good government, and to this

class of the community our departed friend belonged.

At the same time he was not of an austere nature,

but a most kindly and courteous gentleman, one in

whom all who came in contact had confidence and for

whom they felt respect. Making no pretensions as a

reformer, he went about his duties of the day and

hour with a whole-souled sincerity of purpose which

made him a most efficient agent in the interest of

good government.
While a member of this body he had the con-

fidence of the late Speaker to an unusual degree and
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of all members of either House with whom he came

in contact. His word was as good as a bond in

things personal, political or legislative. The legis-

lation with which he was associated was of the best

class and almost invariably received executive

approval.

His taking away in the flower of his manhood
and at the point of greatest physical and intellectual

vigor was in itself a tragedy. He had just been

appointed to an honorable position along the line of

his profession in the State service. Suddenly the

machinery of life ceased to work and he was taken

away.
His example should be an incentive to thorough

and honorable effort by every man with whom he

served and I know that to his family in their afflic-

tion and bereavement pours forth the sympathy of

every man about this circle. He lived an honorable,

busy and useful life. May his ashes rest in peace.

Honorable JAMES T. ROGERS spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, when the gavel fell at the close of

the regular session of 1905, one year ago this week,

the angel of death had once entered this Assembly
and had taken from us the brave and dauntless Per-

ham of New York. As we paid our tribute of

respect and love to him, the thought came to more

than one of us, who will be the next? And as we
said farewell at that closing day more than one of
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us reflected as to where the dread messenger might
next knock. But I think there were none of us, in

the speculation which such melancholy thoughts

bring forth, who for one moment contemplated that

in the short space of a few months our comrades and

our colleagues, Plank of St. Lawrence, and Nixon of

Chautauqua, would be the ones next to go.

I remember Mr. Plank very well as I last looked

upon his countenance and shook his hand good-bye
at the adjournment of 1905. I see his tall, erect,

lithesome form, his sunshiny and intelligent face, and

I hear the ring of his voice as he said,
' '

I hope to see

you again next year.
' None felt the shock more

than I when in the city of Buffalo on that day in

June I read in the afternoon paper, as the sun was

setting radiantly, that his life had gone out from the

things of earth, and that his soul had crossed the^ *

river into the land of eternity.

I was a sophmore, if you please, in this House,

Mr. Speaker, a second-year member, when Mr. Plank

entered upon his membership in this body. It was

my pleasure to serve with him and become intimately

acquainted with him through that service, upon the

committee on codes, which that year had before it

some of the most important legislation of the session.

I thus came to know early the ripe intelligence, the

broad mind, the fairness, good judgment and sound

common sense which he brought into this legislative

circle. As years progressed it was my privilege to

have him serve with me again for two years upon the

committee on ways and means. I there found him
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seasoned by the experience of the intervening years,

a ripened and veteran legislator, always endeavoring

to do his duty to his constituency and to the people

of the State,

In this country we have no king, in these United

States there are none of the royal blood who by
inheritance are born to govern and rule ; but the law

of natural selection may yet apply ; and I think of

Mr. Plank as one who was born to be a public

servant, and who by instinct, education and training

approximated that ideal in quality. While just

hearing recounted, what I had known before, the

story of his service in the educational field as a

teacher, then a school commissioner, then for six

years upon the floor of this House, I realized that

the most, if not all, of the years after attaining his

majority were given to the service of the people,

and in a way which merited and received the com-

mendation of those who watched and observed his

course. He was, as the gentleman from St. Law-

rence, his colleague, has said, a man not only of

education and of intelligence, but a man who stood

for morality, integrity and righteousness, and his was

a career freely dedicated in many ways to work of

that character.

To the sorrowing widow, to the fatherless

children, our hearts go out with the fullest measure

of sympathy. Though the days and months have

passed until a year has almost gone since he was taken

from us, those of us who knew him still mourn for

our fallen comrade. The spirit of loyal comradeship
60



fln flDemoriam

which prevails among us is the most valuable asset

which we take from our legislative experience. In

that spirit of loyalty, of love, of brotherly affection,

one to another we shall continue to cherish his

memory with those of the other loved ones who have

preceded us across the mystic river. It is true, as

the gentleman from St. Lawrence has said, that he

heaped up no fortune of material wealth, no pile of

gold, no great accumulation of riches of the sub-

stantial kind for his children and his widow, but he

did leave to them the heritage of a good name, of a

man who stood for the right as God gave him to see

the right and a man whose conscience and integrity

were always the uppermost motives in deciding his

public view. So they have the heritage to which

they may point with ever increasing pride as the

years roll by and the children come to the estate of

manhood and womanhood. And they can say that

the name of their father is written on the scrolls of

immortality, for it has been truly said, as it might
be said of him

" To have struck one blow for truth in the daily fight with lies,

To have done one deed of right in the face of calumnies,

To have sown in the souls of men one thought that will not die,

To have been a link in the chain of life shall be immortality."

Honorable F. G. WHITNEY spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, I have but a word to say to

supplement what has been said by the gentleman

from St. Lawrence and the gentleman from Broome.
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For two years I had the honor to be a member of

the committee upon excise, ofwhich the distinguished

gentleman in whose memory we are about to adjourn

was chairman. I know of no member of this House
who enjoyed to a larger degree the honor, the respect,

and the affection of his associates than did Charles

S. Plank.

He gave or withheld his support of legislation

fearlessly, unselfishly and honestly. Some of the

most important laws now upon our statute books

had their inception in the large influence he wielded

in this House. Through the enactment of the law

with which his name is intimately associated he will

long be remembered, and those who knew him know
that his untimely death was a grievous loss, not only

to the people of St. Lawrence county, but to the

people of the State of New York as well.

Honorable G. M. PALMER spoke as follows:

Mr. Speaker, I desire to rise at this time to

briefly second the resolution.

In this dark world of ours there is no richer

jewel, it seems to me, than "sorrow's diadem, a

tear.' So we ennoble ourselves, we enrich our own

lives, when we stop in the busy activities of our exist-

ence and pay a just tribute to departed worth, and

drop a tear upon the bier of a friend who has fallen

by the wayside.

It has been said that life is a changing sky. That
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has often been exemplified in this body. We all

come to learn the true lessons of life finally; and

they are, that we have our beginning and as surely

have our ending. We study to know the mysteries

of life and we study in vain
;
we look somewhere to

understand the mysteries of death
;
we look until the

human vision ceases to penetrate and we are still in

mystery, and then we know that the mystery of life

starts with birth ; the history of a single life ends

with the tomb. Having had the one, we are

progressing to the other.

All of us have our ambitions; all look to

the accomplishment of some coveted end. Our

friend came with us to this body some years ago,

imbued with the same ambition to make life a suc-

cess ;
to make for him and for his a name

;
but he

found here that others were struggling in the same

direction and he adjusted himself soon to know that

we were standing on a common basis, looking to a

common end, and we are learning day by day that

our common end is soon reached.

I knew Mr. Plank. My life has been enriched

by knowing him. While he was not chosen as a

leader in this body, yet all who come here are not

chosen in that capacity; but he, in common with

others, had those elements of manhood which

endeared him to the hearts of his associates here and

made him a leader among his fellows. I am glad to

rise at this time to pay him, in an humble way, my
tribute to his memory and worth, because I believe

that when we are doing justice to him and his we are
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enriching ourselves. For while we enjoy the intel-

lectualities of life which bring men together, let me

say to you that the sweetest language which we meet

in this world is the language of the heart rather than

that of the head. As we go along the highway,
to a point where we must sooner or later stop, when

everything of an intellectual nature may have gone,

there will still exist a memory rich and sweet, bring-

ing to us its reward. It will reach back through the

years to this body, and perhaps to earlier associations,

and it will bring to us the recollection that some-

where along life's highways we have run up against

friendships, the memory of which is following us

down even to life's goal.

I am glad to have known our associate from St.

Lawrence. In this body he stood for everything
which he believed to be right. He had convictions

of his own. He went to party councils and enforced

his ideas upon those councils. He was willing to

exhibit greatness of character in surrendering his

convictions and judgment where he thought the

judgment of others to be superior to his. But I

never heard a man say but that he was honest in pur-

pose, loyal in friendship, willing to do what he

thought was best for the State he served, willing to

serve as best he could the constituency which sent

him here, and above all, loyal at all times to the

loved ones he had left at home, and to those who
were left to mourn his loss.

I know that he came from the walks of life

where men make themselves. I know his early sur-
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roundings were such that his character had to be

hewn by his own exertions. But he so formed it

that he left an impress upon his fellow-men, even

though the gold may not have been left in his coffers

to be given to those who survive him
;
but they have

the memory of their father and husband, leaving a

name that will last as long as the records of the

history of this State remain intact.

And I am glad when we stop whenever one of

our brothers has fallen to plant a little forget- me-not

upon the records of this Assembly, that the sweet-

ness of that flower may blend its perfume so long as

the memory of the individual who has fallen is car-

ried in the richness of our memory, and that the

records of this body will continue to show that we
were loyal to the friendships we made here, loyal to

our friends, believing that from them we get more

than we gave. Let me say that the richest thing

that can come to us in this life is to so conduct

ourselves that friendship will be extended to us in

the expression of heart sympathy when we too have

some day dropped by the wayside.

Honorable SHERMAN MORELAND spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, as has been so eloquently said by
the gentlemen who have spoken on this sad occasion,

the House is indeed enriched by the memory which

survives the gentleman from St. Lawrence, Mr.

Plank. The House was blessed by an object lesson
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of the opportunities and wide possibilities which open

to each of its members when it saw the splendid

results achieved by him. It is one of the great

sights in the history of mankind to see one begin at

the bottom and build upward a structure which has

its foundation upon individual effort and its summit

crowned by individual character. The House saw

Mr. Plank rear that structure. He did it here. We
saw it in its finished sublimity. All that need be

said is that this House, and each individual member

of it, finds a very real inspiration in the life and

character of the deceased.

Honorable F. J. GRAY spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, I desire to say of my predecessor

that those who knew him best loved him most. He
was an advocate of the right in public place and he

practiced it in his daily life. His life is a grand

example of what a young man can accomplish. He
started in life with no assistance ; he had to acquire

his own education, and after getting that education

he had to seek for himself a place. His first work was

in teaching, then as school commissioner; and he

won his way into the hearts of all the children with

whom he came in contact. Later on in life, when

he aspired to something higher, he started out and

won his way into the hearts of all his constituents.

He was a man of wonderful earnestness and hon-

esty ;
and every person that met him learned to love
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and respect him. He was not a man that allied him-

self or affiliated himself with any political leader in

the community where he lived
; every position that

he won was won through his own individual efforts

and the respect of the people for him
;
not by reason

of some political leader putting him in place. When
he came to this Assembly he came here through his

own efforts, not through the efforts of any leader or

organization placing him here. When he came here

he won the respect of this body through his own

earnestness, honesty and integrity. When he left

here last year he came back to Ogdensburg and came

to my office. I never saw him looking better. I

felt that he was certainly stronger and better than

ever. On the thirtieth of May he delivered an

address, in perfect health. But the next day he

was taken sick, and in a few days life had passed

away.
His life went out in the noonday of his efforts,

but the respect of that community, as well as the

respect and honor of those who knew him here, will

still continue. Charles S. Plank was a man honored

in his own community, known there, loved and

respected by all his constituency. They continued

to support him, and their love was just as intense in

his sixth term here as it was in his first term.

I desire to say that his life was an example of

honesty, integrity and honor ; and in this day and age
of the world no greater tribute could be paid him,

after serving so long in public office, than to say

that he died a poor man.
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Mr. MORELAND. Mr. Speaker, I move that

the House do now adjourn out of memory to our

deceased colleague, Mr. Plank, pursuant to the

resolution already adopted by this House.

Mr. SPEAKER. All in favor of the motion will

signify by rising. The House stands adjourned.

iwe
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of tbe

State of IRew

February 1, 1907.

R SPEAKER WADSWORTH. That

death should intervene and take from our

midst a young man who had just begun a

career of usefulness in this House, who
had commenced to form friendships here which were

to last him a lifetime, and whose future was bright

with the promise of success, is a source of personal

sorrow to me, as it is to other members of this

House.

It is the painful duty of the Chair to announce

the death of Mr. William J. Donohue of Kings

county, which occurred yesterday in Brooklyn.

Mr. OLIVER offered for the consideration of the

House a resolution in the words following :

WHEREAS, We have learned with profound

sorrow of the death in Brooklyn, on Thursday,

January 31, 1907, of the Hon. William J. Donohue,

member of Assembly from the fourteenth Assembly
district of the county of Kings ;

and
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WHEREAS, The people of the State of New
York, in his death, have been deprived of the serv-

ices of a conscientious and faithful representative

and we, his associates, of a generous friend ; therefore

be it

Resolved, That we express our deep sense of the

loss sustained by the people of the State of New
York in the death of Hon. William J. Donohue and

that we convey to the family of the deceased our

sympathy in their bereavement; and be it further

Resolved (if the Senate concur), that a com-

mittee, to consist of seven members of the Senate to

be appointed by the President of the Senate and ten

members of the Assembly to be appointed by the

Speaker of the Assembly, represent the Legislature

at the funeral of the deceased and that said com-

mittee be attended by the Sergeants-at-Arms of the

Senate and Assembly ; and be it further

Resolved, That this resolution be spread upon
the journals of the Senate and Assembly, and that a

copy thereof, suitably engrossed, be transmitted to

the family of the deceased.

Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said resolution, and it was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, that the Clerk deliver said resolu-

tion to the Senate and request their concurrence

therein.

Mr. OLIVER offered for the consideration of the

House a resolution in the words following :
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Resolved, That when this House adjourns to-day,

it be out of respect to the memory of our deceased

member, Mr. Donohue of Kings.

Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said resolution, and it was

determined in the affirmative.

The Senate returned the concurrent resolution

in relation to the death of Mr. Donohue of Kings,

and the appointment of a committee to attend his

funeral, with a message that they had concurred in

the passage of the same.

Pursuant to the concurrent resolution, Mr.

Speaker announced the appointment of the following

committee on behalf of the Assembly to attend

the funeral of Mr. Donohue of Kings :

Mr. Farrell, Mr. Donnelly, Mr. Mooney, Mr.

Feth, Mr. Geoghegan, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Collins,

Mr. Dowling, Mr. Baumann, Mr. Ralston.

Mr. OLIVER. I wish to announce that the

funeral of Assemblyman Donohue will take place

from his late residence, 132 Bedford avenue, on

Sunday afternoon at 2:30 o'clock.

Mr. OLIVER.--Mr. Speaker, I think and believe

that the very appropriate and touching remarks of

yourself, the presiding officer of this body, covers

whatever I might have to say in paying tribute to

our late colleague and my associate from New York,

and my fellow members know that I could add

nothing to what has already been so fittingly and

well said by the presiding officer.
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Mr. MORELAND. Mr. Speaker, I move to

adjourn pursuant to the resolution of the gentleman
from New York. I can but say after him, that the

expression of the Chair in making the announcement

of the death of the member to the House, was

peculiarly fitting and appropriate. The House feels

the dignity and solemnity of this occasion, and an

expression befitting it is the natural expression of

that feeling which each member feels for others

about this circle.

In moving to adjourn I wish to say that it is

the expression of myself, as well as of my colleagues

on this side of the House, that under the weight of

sorrow which has come to the House, we bow
with resignation and with sadness. Mr. Speaker, I

move we now adjourn.

Mr. SPEAKER. The gentleman from Chemung
moves the House do now adjourn. All those in

favor will signify by rising.

Out of respect to our late colleague and his

memory, the House stands adjourned.

IWB
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In Assembly, Monday, February 4, 1907

R. MORELAND offered for the consider-

ation of the House a resolution in the

words following:

WHEREAS, We have learned with profound sor-

row of the death in New York, on Friday, February

1, 1907, of the Hon. Mervin C. Stanley, member of

Assembly from the fifteenth Assembly district of the

county of New York
;
and

WHEREAS, The People of the State of New
York, in his death, have been deprived of the services

of a conscientious and faithful representative and we,

his associates, of a generous friend; therefore be it

Resolved, That we express our deep sense of the

loss sustained by the people of the State of New
York in the death of the Hon. Mervin C. Stanley,

and that we convey to the family of the deceased our

sympathy in their bereavement
;
and be it further

Resolved, That this resolution be spread upon
the journals of the Senate and Assembly, and that a
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copy thereof, suitably engrossed, be transmitted to

the family of the deceased.

Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said resolution, and it was

determined in the affirmative.

Mr. MORELAND moved that when the House

adjourn this day it be out of respect to the memory
the late Mervin C. Stanley of New York.

Mr. MORELAND. Mr. Speaker, I move the

adoption of the resolution formally, with the state-

ment that the House feels most deeply the sorrow of

the bereaved family and of all the relatives and friends

of this distinguished, honorable, faithful and patriotic

public servant.

Mr. OLIVER. Mr. Speaker, in behalf of the

minority I desire to say that the very appropriate

remarks of the leader of the majority on the death

and memory of Mr. Stanley was such a fitting tribute

of sympathy and kindness that I feel I would fail in

my attempt to give fitting words to express the sor-

row and regret of the minority over the decease of

this brother, loved and honored by all of us, irre-

spective of party. He was esteemed by everybody
as one of the choicest and bravest and most humble

men that sat in this or any other body in the history

of the State. I second and briefly join in the remarks

of the distinguished leader of the majority.

Mr. SPEAKER, All those in favor of the adop-
tion of the resolution will signify by rising.

The resolution is unanimously adopted.
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In Assembly, February 20, 190T

ONORABLE JAMES T. ROGERS spoke as

follows :

Mr. Speaker, save on one other occa-

sion, no duty so sad and solemn has ever

fallen to my lot as that which is mine now. But six

days ago there was in his accustomed place a gentle-

man who, with one exception, was a senior in length

of service in this House. With health which then

should have commanded his care and attention, in

keeping with his character, he was resolutely in his

seat attending to the performance of his official

duties. Like the soldier in the time of the Nation's

peril, he was unselfishly facing his public duty at the

sacrifice of personal health and without regard for

the welfare of his own life, as it seems, and with

that inspiration of duty which is commendable in

every public servant. He was stricken that night

with mortal disease. In the intervening days, sci-

ence and skill and the care of those trained in bat-

tling with disease have been administering to him,
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and the hopes and prayers of his hosts of friends

have been going out in invocations to the great

Ruler of the Universe in his behalf.

After a brave struggle, at 12:20 o'clock to-day,

less than a half hour ago, God's finger touched him
and he slept ; and Jean La Rue Burnett, the member
from Ontario, is no more.

In an hour like this, the differences which some-

times come among us seem petty, trivial and small,

for we stand now in the presence of the great eternal

problem of life and death. Sorrow unspeakable
comes over me and all of us who have known him so

well. His attractive personality has endeared him to

us all. And out of respect to his memory, with

deepest love and affection, I move that this House
do now adjourn.

Honorable JAMES OLIVER spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, I join, as I am sure everybody in

the sound of my voice does, in the very beautiful

and touching sentiments expressed by the gentleman
from Broome. I myself, although having known
our late beloved brother for only two years, became

thoroughly, sincerely and deeply attached to him.

I have been assured many times, by all who know

him, that to know him and to know him well was to

love him as a manly man may love his neighbor.

With everything to make life happy, with the honor

and respect of those among whom he lived, with a

beautiful family and every comfort in life, and with
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the highest honor of his party in the State certainly

within reasonable expectation of one who, like him,

had served his State and his party so well, his

untimely death is unusually sad. Mr. Speaker, I

would love to say what is in my heart, but the more

I think of it the more I feel that I am unable to do

so, and will merely second the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said motion, and it was deter-

mined in the affirmative by a unanimous rising vote.

Whereupon the House adjourned.
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R. ROGERS offered for the considera-

tion of the House a resolution, in the

words following:

Resolved, That at the session of this House on

Monday evening, June 10, 1907, the business of the

House be suspended for sufficient time to give oppor-

tunity to pay tribute to the memories of our late

colleagues, Jean L. Burnett of Ontario, Mervin C.

Stanley of New York, and William J. Donohue of

Kings, who have departed this life during the session

of 1907.

Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether House
would agree to said resolution, and it was determined

in the affirmative.
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Memorial Seasion

In Assembly June 10, 1907

RAYER by the Reverend C. W. Heisler,

as follows:

Almighty God, Our Heavenly Father,

with hushed and reverent spirits we desire to come
into Thy presence this evening, and to lift up our

hearts and our voices unto Thee in prayer. We
acknowledge and adore Thee, O God, as the framer

of our bodies and the author of our spirits. Thou
art the Lord of life and of death. Thou dost give

life, and Thou canst take it again. With Thee are

the issues of life and of death. Thou hidest Thyself,

O God, in the thick darkness and in the clouds of the

sky. Thy way, O Lord, is in the sea and Thy pathway
is in the great waters and Thy footsteps are not known.

We do not presume to understand all the mystery
of Thy dealings with us. We dare not scrutinize

Thy Providence.

We thank Thee, O Blessed Father, for all the
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hallowed and tender human relationships which mean
so much to us in this life. For the sacred ties which

bind us to the loved ones in our homes, we praise

Thee. For the bonds that unite us as friend to

friend, we thank Thee. But, O God, we realize

that when death touches us and severs these bonds,
it is because of their sacredness and tender character

that the blow falls so heavily upon us.

We are met here this evening, O Thou God of

our fathers, to pay our tribute of respect to the

memory of the several men who so recently were

with us as members of this Assembly in all the flush

and activity of their lives. And we desire to recall

somewhat of their character and of their deeds.

For every virtue that adorned their lives, for every

excellency of mind and character that appeared in

them, we give Thee most hearty thanks. For every-

thing that drew around them friends, and endeared

them to those who knew them best, we most sin-

cerely and heartily praise Thee to-night. For their

private virtues and their public service, for everything
that they did or endeavored to do for the public wel-

fare and for the benefit of their fellow-men, we give

Thee hearty thanks. And we pray that the memory
of their good deeds may not die among those who
knew them and respected and loved them. But, O
God, we remember that there are some who were

touched more deeply by their death than any of us

can possibly be. And so for bereft father or mother,

for stricken wife and for orphaned children, we lift

up our hearts to Thee in prayer. O Thou God of
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all grace, Thou Father of all mercy and God of all

comfort, we pray that Thou wilt minister comfort

and grace to those that have been stricken and whose

hearts have been desolated by these deaths. And
we pray that Thou wilt support and comfort and

help them in every dark and trying hour and in all

the loneliness of their bereavement.

And we ask that we who yet abide may learn

the lesson that comes to us from the taking away of

these men. Help us to realize our mortality. Help
us whilst we tarry here to be true men ; true to our-

selves, true to our fellow-men, true to our country,

true to our God. Help us to stand in our appointed

lot until the end of the days and help us to do our

duty everywhere and always. And at last, take us

to Thyself in Heaven with all those who have served

Thee here faithfully and have gone to be with Thee.

We ask it all through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Mr. SPEAKER WADSWORTH spoke as follows:

Members of the Assembly, this session of ours

this year has been most unusual and to a degree

painful owing to the devastation which the ruthless

hand of death has wrought among our ranks.

In this House, where men come to know each

other so intimately, and where they work together

hand in hand; where friendships become so close

and binding that they last a lifetime, it is indeed

fitting that we should pause, for a moment, in the
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rush and turmoil of the labors of our session to pay

perhaps an inadequate tribute to the memory of

our departed members.

We are gathered here to-night for that purpose.

It is a duty sad, as it may seem, but nevertheless a

duty which we gladly perform to those who have

departed from our midst.

Honorable EZRA P. PRENTICE spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, this has been a sad year in the

Assembly. Three of the men who took their seats

with us in January have since been called away. I

had not an opportunity of knowing Mr. Donohue,
for he served with us a few weeks only. But the

other two friends I had served with for some years.

I think there is no one who knew Jean Burnett

who did not love him. It is to me an inscrutable

thing that such a man should have been called away.
He had everything to live for. He had been for

years one of the leading figures in the Legislature of

the State of New York. He was a leading figure

in the Republican party in this State. He had

been successful in business. He had a pleasant home,

and he was loved by the people among whom he

lived. And it is inscrutable to me that he should

have been called away on the very day on which the

daughter for whom he had hoped was born. But

he has gone. We miss him and we shall miss him.

And though in the years to come our lives may be
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partly filled with other people and other things, his

place will always be empty. Yet the influence of

his life will remain, and remain, perhaps, after we

too are called away.
With the other friend I had been brought to

even more intimate terms, for he represented a part

of the same city which I represent. I cannot, Mr.

Speaker, pay any just tribute to his character. I

should like to do so for I think there are few who

appreciated fully the fineness of Mervin Stanley's

character. I say that because he was quiet and

modest and retiring, and I think only those who knew

him well and were able to be in close touch with him,

had any realization of it. The very fact of his pres-

ence among us illustrated it. He was engaged in

business which demanded all his time, and he did not

really, in many respects, care for political life. But

it was made apparent to him that because of condi-

tions in his part of the city it was his duty as a good

citizen to accept a nomination and run for the Legisla-

ture, and he did so. And he returned the year after,

and the year following that, and served here at a

sacrifice to himself, because he believed that it was

his duty so to do. Throughout the whole course of

his service here, he was never once actuated by any

selfish motive, but only by the desire to do what he

thought was right. And he, too, is gone and his

place is empty and we cannot fill it. But his

influence will remain ;
the work that he did and

the laws that his efforts put upon the statute books.

And the influence of his character will remain to
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point those who knew him well away from the sordid

motives and actions that surround us to something

higher and better.

Honorable JAMES T. ROGERS spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, to-night, as perhaps never before,

there comes to me in the fullness of their solemn

meaning, the words of that favorite poem of the

immortal Lincoln:

"
Oh, why should the spirit of mortal be proud,

Like a swift fleeting meteor, like a fast flying cloud,

A flash of the lightning, a break in the wave,

And he passeth from life to his rest in the grave.

'Tis the wink of an eye; 'tis the draught of a breath,

From the blossom of health to the paleness of death,

From the gilded saloon to the bier and the shroud,

Oh, why should the spirit of mortal be proud?
"

Looking back two years ago, at the opening of

the session of 1905, we saw seated in the Executive

Chamber, wielding the sceptre of power placed in

his hands by the people of the State, Governor

Higgins.

In this Chamber, in the Speaker's chair, grown

strong and great through long years of prestige and

power, we saw the familiar form of Nixon.

And on this floor, strong, capable, influential in

their respective spheres, were Burnett of Ontario,

Plank of St. Lawrence, Perham and Stanley of New
York.

Ere the year 1905 had reached its close, Perham
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and Plank and Nixon had been numbered with their

fathers.

And in this year, thrice has the sceptre of death

sought its fair flower in this House, and we have also

stood around the bier of him, who but two years

ago, in the promise, apparently, of long years of life,

was the chief executive of the State.

In the brief span of two years all of these men,

whose functions in the government of the Empire
State were so prominent and so important, have been

swept from the scene of earthly struggles and con-

flict. They have all embarked upon
' '

that mysteri-

ous sea that never yet has borne on any wave the

image of a homeward sail.
'

It is a sad commentary on the swiftness of the

age in which we live that men can hardly find time

to pay tribute to the comrades who have stood

shoulder to shoulder with them in the conflicts of the

past, and for whom their hearts are mourning even

as are ours as we look upon the draped seat and the

shrouded desk of one who was with us so short a

time ago.

Donohue of Kings, I knew not; yet he had

entered the service in this chamber, and he was our

comrade. His life went out under a cloud of tragedy

and sorrow. May his soul rest in peace.

Stanley of New York, who can forget him?

Who that knew him did not admire him? He was a

splendid, manly man. Conscientious in the perform-

ance of every duty, he never faltered and he never

shrank from doing that which he believed was right.
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I admired him for many things, but for none more

than his splendid straightforwardness. He was one

ofwhom it could be truly said that he never
' '

crooked

the pregnant hinges of the knee that thrift might
follow fawning.' I never knew a time, in all the

varied phases of the contact of life which we have

here, when he did not speak the absolute truth that

was in him.
" None knew him but to love him,

None named him but to praise."

When we come to Burnett of Ontario, I would

that I might adequately portray his many splendid

qualities of head and heart. But 1 speak with a

sense of deep personal loss, for those who served

here in the years that are gone know that as Nixon

was to me like an elder, even so Burnett was to me
like a younger brother.

It is seldom given to us to remember vividly

the first and last meeting with those who become

our intimate friends. I can cherish those memories

of Burnett. It seems but yesterday when the

Republicans of the Assembly of 1899 gathered in

this chamber to hold their caucus. It was my first

year as a member of this House, and all those

impressions, all those experiences, are as vivid as the

most brilliant picture. It was likewise Burnett's

first year as a member, although for some time

previous to that he had been serving in this House

as a member of the force of the Clerk's desk. I

recall it all so well. It was the first year in which

Nixon was elevated to the Speaker's chair, and there
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was an air of interest, of newness, of expectancy,

which pervaded that gathering, which has not

similarly characterized any of them since that date.

Speaker Nixon's colleague from Chautauqua, in a

modest speech, placed his name before the caucus.

Then I recall how, upon the north side of the cham-

ber, a resonant voice addressed the chair, and I saw a

young man with sprightly step walk around to the

center aisle. Standing upon this very step where I

now stand there was delivered by him one of the most

impressive, one of the most eloquent, one of the

most interesting and dramatic speeches in seconding

Nixon's nomination, to which it has ever been my
pleasure to listen. The whispers ran around the

chamber, especially from those of us who were new,
' ' Who is that ?

' ' The answer quickly came,
' ' That

is Burnett of Ontario ; and you must keep your eye

upon him for he is destined to make his mark.
" As

I approached him that evening at the end of that

caucus and joined with hosts of others in extending

my congratulations upon his brilliant speech, there

begun a friendship, the sweet memories of which I

shall cherish as long as life may last.

His rise in the Assembly was rapid, as his

ability well merited. He was for three years chair-

man of the committee on general laws and for five

years chairman of the committee on cities. His

legislative work, the skill, the ability, the genius

with which he impressed his personality upon that

work need not be dwelt upon now. It is familiar

to a greater or lesser degree to every man who ever
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sat with him in this chamber and to the people of

the State at large.

He was withall the most brilliant, the most

versatile man that I have ever known in legislative

life. As was said of Elaine, so it might well be said

of him, that he was "
quick to see, fearless to assert,

ready to act and at no time daunted.
'

He brought to this Assembly a cultured mind,

trained in the schools of learning where he had

already given promise of that brilliant ability of

which his later years were so ripe and fruithful. He
loved the beautiful and the aesthetic and it seems as

if he were indeed
" wooed by all the Muses.'

His remarkable gift of oratory, unparalleled and

unequaled by that of any member who has sat upon
this floor within my recollection, was often demon-

strated here and upon the platform of his party in

many a memorable conflict. His weapon was always

the rapier and never a bludgeon. When he struck

blows he might cut deep but he never bruised and he

left no lasting wounds of hatred. His nature was

full of sweet winsomeness. His flashing eye and his

bubbling wit and humor made every man with whom
he came in contact his admirer and his friend.

He was one of the most skillful parliamentarians

we had upon this floor, and his last act upon that

memorable day when I remember so well looking

upon his face and admiring his classic mould of

feature, was to cut the Gordian knot of a parliamen-

tary tangle in which the House had been temporarily

ensnarled.
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The brightest gem in all his diadem, so rare, so

unusual, was his superb loyalty to those to whom he

gave his allegiance. To the tall giant of the Senate

who was to him as a father and to whom he was like

unto a son, the loyalty, the allegiance, the unswerving
devotion which he gave was beautiful to behold.

I would be wanting if I did not here and now
make grateful acknowledgment of the debt which I

owe to him for the staunch, the unselfish, the splendid

loyalty he showed to me in those days, when, as leader

of this House, his constant effort was to uphold me
in my work.

His love of home was indeed beautiful to those

of us who, in the night watches when soul lays bare

itself to soul, had an opportunity to look into the

inmost recesses of his heart. I never knew a man
who loved his home so well, who was more proud of

the wife of his bosom, more dutiful to his splendid

mother, more fond of his charming child.

He was resolute, and never more so than when
I last looked upon his face, a few days before he left

this life. I then said to him, entering his sick room
for a moment,

' '

Keep up good courage ;

' '

and with

that resoluteness so characteristic of him, he said,
" We are doing all we can and I hope soon to be

with you again.
'

For five days he struggled against the onslaught

of mortal disease. Legions of friends were watch-

ing, hoping and praying for the best. Then came

the hour when the one who was nearest and dearest

to him of all the world went down into the Valley
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of the Shadow of Death to meet and greet a new-

born soul. Methinks, though his body was chained

by sickness and pain, that his spirit must have gone
with her and that perchance could the palsied lips

have spoken they might have chanted the mystic

refrain of that marvelous poem of the thrice-gifted

John Hay
" My short and happy day is done,

The long and dreary night comes on,

And at my door the Pale Horse stands

To carry me to unknown lands.

His whinny shrill, his pawing hoof,

Sounds dreadful as a gathering storm,

And I must leave this sheltering roof

And joys of life so soft and warm.

Tender and warm the joys of life,

Good friends, the faithful and the true,

My rosy children and my wife

So sweet to kiss, so fair to view.

So sweet to kiss, so fair to view,

The night comes down, the lights burn blue.

And at my door the Pale Horse stands

To bear me forth to unknown lands."

It was the final day of February last when a

committee of this House went with all that was

mortal of our beloved comrade on that last sad

journey to his Canandaigua home.

As we reached the fair village, nestling beside

that picturesque unsalted sea, the sad-faced reverent

throng of neighbors and friends who greeted us bore

mute but eloquent witness to the universal love and

esteem in which he was held by those who had

known him longest and best.

With sad and sorrowful hearts we bore him up
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the broad avenue where he had so often passed to

and fro with lithesome step; up to that spacious

home on whose every appointment he had lavished

his careful thought and artistic genius; in through

its portals to the brave courageous wife, who bore so

valiantly her doubly pathetic cross of tribulation ; in

to that noble mother, whose heart cried out like

Rachel's of old; in to the prattling child, who but

two weeks before had illumined this chamber with

her presence, the proud idol of her father's love; in

to the new-born babe, who will never see her father's

face until they meet in the Great Beyond. But as

we passed slowly, sadly and mournfully up that

thronged boulevard, the leaden skies of February

were suddenly tinged by the bright hues of the

winter's setting sun. And when the western sky,

already garbed in the sombre shades of approaching

night, took on the radiance of that winter sunset, it

seemed to me that it was God's golden promise that

though Jean La Rue Burnett had passed from our

view into what we are pleased to call the
"
Night of

Death,
' '

yet it had but opened to him the resplendent

vision of the worlds supernal.

" The child who enters life comes not with knowledge or intent;

So those who enter death must go as little children sent.

Nothing is known! But I believe that God is overhead;

And as life is to the living, so death is to the dead."

Honorable J. M. WAINWRIGHT spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, after the tribute which has been

paid to our departed friend, Jean La Rue Burnett,
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by the gentleman from Broome, I hesitate to do

more than add a word expressive of my great admira-

tion of his ability and attainments, and sense of

personal loss in his demise.

To those of us who served in this Chamber with

him he was more than a friend, he was a brother.

We had learned to admire him ; we had learned to

love him. We had been enthralled by his remarkable

eloquence, charmed by his musical voice, captivated

by his winning personality. No man who knew him,

no man who served with him, no man who had come
under the spell of his personality can ever lose

entirely the memory of that truly remarkable man.

Cut down in the flower of his young manhood, when
life seemed to offer so much to him, he left behind a

record of devoted and valuable public service of

which not only his family and friends but his State

may be proud.

Mr. SPEAKER WADSWORTH, spoke as follows:

The few remarks that I have to make to-night

will refer more particularly to another of those of

whose association we have been deprived. For

public service such as Mervin C. Stanley rendered

the people of this State and his constituents, and

private virtue such as he possessed, should not go
unrecorded in the annals of our State.

He was born forty-eight years ago at New
Britain, Connecticut, in which city he spent his

youth and early manhood. In education he was
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the product of the New England public school. At
a comparatively early age he went into business,

worked hard, and while still young had come to be

looked upon as a successful and rising man in his

community. In 1899, being offered a partnership in

a large shipping firm in the city of New York, he

came to the Metropolis, and soon began to impress
his partners and the business circle in which he moved
as a man not only of marked business capacity, but

of sterling common sense, and high integrity. Even
while in his native city he showed a leaning towards

public affairs, and although he did not take a very
active part in practical politics at that time, he was

the leader- of several important reform movements.

In New York city he always resided in the nine-

teenth, now the fifteenth Assembly district. Early
in his residence there he joined his Republican
district association. He had always been a Repub-
lican. With his views of the duties of a citizen,

this seemed as an entirely natural thing. He soon

came to be recognized by the political leaders in his

district as a man of strength and good judgment.
In 1905 he was offered the nomination to the Assem-

bly. This came as a call and duty. He was elected

and served with us in the Assemblies of 1905 and

1906, and for a part of the present session. With
him politics was not a trade nor a gainful pursuit.

Not being a man of large means his public service

involved a distinct financial sacrifice. But he was

one of those who believed that every man, no mat-

ter what his other occupations, owes to the public
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a certain amount of his time, his thought and his

energy ;
that no man's private affairs can be so impor-

tant as to relieve him from responsibility in this

regard. His long career as an active business man
and merchant had endowed him with those practical

habits of thought and common sense which, because

they are rare in public men, make the service of those

who possess them all the more valuable to the public,

and far more than countervail the attributes of a pro-

fessional training. Having mixed much with men
he was a good judge of human nature. It was diffi-

cult to deceive him with fair phrases, to delude him
with false reasoning. Having a keen intuition, his

mental gaze penetrated beneath surface indications,

and came quickly to the real issue. He was not an

idealist or a visionary. He labored under no delu-

sions as to politics, but his keen sense of justice soon

revealed to him a real grievance. If a condition

required a remedy he sought for the cause which had

produced the effect. With a fine sense of proportion

he rarely identified himself with impracticable reform

propositions. Being always on the lookout for good,
rather than evil, in men and measures, he did not

always assume that the motive of the man who
advanced a political proposition was disingenuous,

selfish or against the public interest. Nor was he

one of those who believed that the world can be

much improved by statute law. His theory, prac-

ticed so far as he was able, seemed to be that the

true road to better political and governmental condi-

tions lies in the effort to elevate the general standard
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of citizenship, and public morals. To that end he

devoted much of his time to impress upon men,

particularly young men, not only true standards

of personal living, but a high standard of public

duty, and a broader and more practical, if less pic-

turesque, patriotism. He was a man of great charity,

using the word not in the narrow sense of the giving

of alms, but in the broader sense of loving one's

fellow man. In no better way can we appreciate his

political character than by turning to his pages in the

bill book during the sessions he was with us. He
introduced many bills, some of them of a decidedly

political character, aimed to assist some individual or

set of individuals; some in the nature of practical

reform, but more of a humanitarian and philan-

thropic character. He never introduced nor voted

for, so far as I recollect, any bill for which he was

criticised or censured. He was most attentive to his

duties as a legislator, and faithful to the interests of

and active in complying with the requests and wants

of his constituents. Although not endowed with

any particular eloquence, still he never raised his

voice on this floor but to command attention. His

words always impressed us with his tact, rare good
sense and wisdom. Who can forget the clear crisp

way in which he explained, advocated or demolished a

measure under discussion? We trusted him because

we knew he was a sincere and conscientious legisla-

tor, whose words sprang from honest conviction, and

who never deceived with misleading or disingenuous

statements.
97



11n fffi>emor(am

But I cannot conclude without a word on our

friend's personal qualities. Who that knew him can

forget that genial manner, that gentle smile, that

unfailing dignity and courtesy ? He was a gentleman
in the best sense of the term. But there was a side

to his nature, not paraded, but revealed to those who
knew him best, he was a deeply religious man and a

good Christian. He gave much of his time also to

the work of his church. For years he invariably

passed his Sunday evenings with a club of young
men he had organized in his church, in the discussion

of some theme of practical morality he had set them
the Sunday before. His minister, whose charge is

a large city parish, has told me that he had never

enjoyed the assistance of one so unselfishly devoted

in really useful and uplifting work, and that by

Stanley's death he lost, metaphorically, his right

arm. And yet so modest and unobtrusive as to

matters purely personal was he, that I doubt if any
one of us who was so closely associated with him for

more than two years was aware of these traits of

his character. He led a simple, correct and cleanly

life. No better evidence of this could be afforded

than the manner in which he left it. While in the

full flower of his manhood, with a successful business

and political career before him, happy in the love of

a devoted wife, in the friendship of many friends,

the final summons came to him unlocked for, but it

found him entirely prepared. Though fully con-

scious, his mind perfectly clear, he gave no sign of

fear or perturbation. Death seemed to have no
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terrors. He met it with calm courage and Christian

resignation. He put his house in order. Nothing
seemed forgotten. His farewell messages included

even the office boy of his firm. When an old

domestic approached his bedside weeping he smilingly

bade her dry her tears, as he was only going on a

journey, saying that she would follow him sometime

and see him again. But when all was arranged,

finding his strength was ebbing, he asked his devoted

spiritual adviser for a benediction to speed him on

his way, as he said. No fear for himself, only con-

cern for those left behind. No questioning of Divine

wisdom, only resignation and confidence.

Verily the man who can in this wise meet the

last enemy must have the consciousness of a blame-

less life, must have possessed a white soul. Wrapping
about him the mantle of a clean conscience, of a

perfect faith, he went forth not into the night, but

into the glorious day. It was a privilege for all of

us to have been associated with such a man as

Mervin C. Stanley.
J?> *

Honorable WILLOUGHBY B. DOBBS spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, if the spirits of those whom we
have loved and lost really hover over us, though
themselves unseen, there must be in all considera-

tions of death a triple blessing. For, when those

spirits hear such grateful, tender words as have been

spoken, they must know that to the hearts of those

bereft they come like a benediction. And to those

spirits themselves they must cause a flush of grateful
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memory and gratitude. While to the speakers,

themselves, they must prove no less than an inspi-

ration for their future lives.

Perhaps there is no more momentous thought
than the thought of death. Personified, we call him

the "King of Terrors.' The sway of this unseen

monarch embraces all the kingdoms, principalities,

and powers of earth. The horrid music of his court

is made up of groans wrung from the lacerated heart-

strings of strong men, in the desperation of despair;

of shrieks forced from lips white with agony; of

pitiful wails of infancy in mortal pain ;
of the sobs of

widows in bereavement; of the moans of mothers

"weeping for their children, who will not be com-

forted because they are not.' The anointment of

this relentless ruler is the bitter tear of anguish. The

universality of his reign has been sung by poets from

the godlike Homer down to the present time.

Well might Halleck apostrophize him thus:

" Come to the bridal chamber, Death!

Come to the mother when she feels

For the first time her first-born's breath;

Come when the blessed seals

That close the pestilence are broke,

And crowded cities wail its stroke;

Come in consumption's ghastly form,

The earthquake shock, the ocean storm,

And thou art terrible.

The tear, the groan, the knell, the pall, the bier,

And all we know or dream or fear

Of agony, are thine."

Well might our own Longfellow sing that :

" Our hearts, like muffled drums, are beating funeral marches

to the grave."
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Well might the inimitable Gray say that:

" The paths of glory lead but to the grave."

And well might Bryant sing :

" The hills, rock-ribbed and ancient as the sun,

The vales stretching in pensive quietness between

Rivers that roll in majesty, and the complaining brooks

That make the meadows green; while poured 'round all

Old Ocean's gray and melancholy waste,

Are but the solemn decorations all

Of the great tomb of man."

It is only when we hear,
' *

ashes to ashes and

dust to dust
;

' when we gaze upon the silent forms,

and are overcome by the blackness of the pall it is

then and then only that we recognize the fact that

we are really brothers. Not until we have touched

the rigid hand that was the hand of father ; not until

we have smoothed back the sparse gray hairs from

the cold brow of her who was mother; not until we
have fondled the still and waxen form which was our

darling baby, do we recognize, Mr. Speaker, that

we are all on the common level of humanity.
I knew these comrades. 1 knew them slight^

- two of them. I admired our friend Mr. Stanley

of whom the gentleman from Westchester has spoken
so tenderly. I loved Jean Burnett although I had

met him but a few times, because somehow there

seemed to go out from his heart to mine the elec-

tric spark of comradeship. But I knew best the

gentleman from Kings, Mr. Donohue.

It is grateful to turn from the pitiless blackness

which I have pictured as encompassing the sway ot
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this dread monarch, to the hope that shines through
that darkness. It is only when love draws back the

curtain from before these abyssmal depths and

whispers hope to our hearts, that we begin to realize

that there is an immortality. So we turn from the

sombre side of the picture to such lines as these :

" There is no death, the stars go down
To rise upon some fairer shore,

And bright in heaven's immortal crown

They shine forevermore.
"

The blessed truth of this sentiment is brought
to our minds when we regard the untimely taking
off of our former friend and comrade, William J.

Donohue. Himself one of the workers in the

world's great hive, his heart throbs were all in

active sympathy with the great army of toilers, who
bear with heroic equanimity humanity's sentence,
* '

in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat thy bread.
' '

He showed by his deeds, as well as by his creed,

that the universal course of labor might by the touch

of that great philosopher's stone, industry, be trans-

muted into a blessing. Being in constant touch

with the plodding throng, he knew that the loved of

God, the common people, are neither brutish in

instinct, nor sordid in desire. It was a lesson worth

living to learn. In his own modest demeanor he

demonstrated as no theorist could possibly do, that

" Kind hearts are more than coronets,

And simple faith than Norman blood."
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He was an honest worker. He was a clean man.

He was a good neighbor. He was an affectionate

husband. He was an indulgent, devoted father.

He was a patriotic citizen. He was a Christian man.

" A heritage, it seems to me,
A king might wish to hold in fee."

Could more be said of him than that he lived

unhated by any decent acquaintance, loved and

beloved by all good people who knew him?

To him came the supreme moment, as it must

come to all creation. It is not for us to enter into

the mystery of the manner of his passing over the

shadowy border. Whether moved by some mighty

impulse, for the moment irresistible, he went out

not of his own conscious will into the hereafter,

or whether, calmly weighing conditions of which we
know nothing, he faced without a tremor the last

great enemy, and invited that foe to lull him to a

long dreamless sleep, we know not. Nor do we
need to ask. He has sought and solved the great

riddle of the universe, whose solution none may
really know, until, like him, they have borne the

last agony.

May the memory of his loyal friendship blossom

eternally in the minds of those who loved him, and

thus shed fragrance upon the earth.

To these three comrades of ours, I wish to add

my grateful tribute and hope, that "after life's

fitful fever they sleep well.
' '
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Honorable EDSON W. HAMN spoke as follows:

Mr. Speaker, I rise for the purpose of uniting

with my brothers in the expression of affection,

regard and admiration for our deceased brother, my
friend and my neighbor, Jean L. Burnett. I shall

neither make any extended remarks, nor shall I

attempt to review in detail the history and incidents

of the remarkable career of the deceased, who was

one of the brightest and most gifted young men in

public life in our State; but rather I shall content

myself, on the part of Wayne county, with adding

to the feeling and glowing tributes that have been

paid her tribute of affectionate veneration.

The sad and untimely death of our brother was

a loss to county and to State. A deep gloom settled

down over his native county and the adjoining

counties ; profound sorrow filled the hearts of all who
knew him

;
in the midst of promise and about enter-

ing the enjoyment of a well-merited reward, Jean

L. Burnett's death, just at the threshold of the

prime of life, ended a career filled with promise and

of great usefulness to himself and to his fellows.

Jean L. Burnett was far from mediocrity. He
was an exceptional young man. His talents were

many and great. His warm and genial personality

and expression, his powers of adaptation, his fertility

of resource, were so great as to render him a natural

leader among men. He acquired a style of mar-

velous purity and precision in discussion. He was

not arrogant or assuming, but with becoming bear-

ing he exacted from all entire respect. He led his
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followers with consummate judgment, undaunted

courage, and displayed brilliantly the powers of

intellectual force. In debate in this Chamber, from

day to day and from week to week, he had no

superior. In the hour of thick-thronging parlia-

mentary entanglement it was his extraordinary for-

tune to be able to momentarily grasp the situation,

solve the enigma, and rallying his brothers guide
them to success.

In the midst of his toil and labor, our brother

left his seat in this Chamber, never to return, and by
an act of unprecedented distinction, a special act of

the Legislature, that seat has remained vacant.

While yet in love with life and enchanted with

the world, like the river that glides peacefully out

into the ocean, so his life glided peacefully into the

realm of the Great Beyond.

Honorable Louis A. CUVILLIER spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, the hand of death at the beginning
of the session struck down three of our members. I

did not have the pleasure of knowing individually

Mr. Stanley of New York or Mr. Donohue of

Brooklyn. With Mr. Burnett I had a slight

acquaintance.

When I came to Albany and took my oath of

office and assumed official duties, I had the pleasure

of calling in the committee room of the Cities Com-

mittee, and there I first met Jean L. Burnett. He
said to me these words which I shall never forget :
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' ' To you, as a first year man, or any one who is

here, and would like to know the routine practice

and rules of the Assembly, I will cheerfully give my
advice.'

The last time, as I remember, that he appeared

on this floor was the day before the hearing on what

is known as the Bingham police bill. As was stated

by the gentleman from Broome, a question of parlia-

mentary procedure was presented, and through his

ability as a parliamentarian it was solved. And I

remember distinctly that a bill of mine was reported

out of the cities committee in an irregular way, and

he, conscious of his duty to his oath of office,

requested that the bill be returned to the committee.

Mr. Speaker, in my limited experience in this

legislative body, in Mr. Burnett's inspiration, as I

may term it, in his broad knowledge of the policy

of legislation, in his innate idea of what was just and

right, he appealed to me as being one of the ablest,

the most brilliant man that I have met in my career,

and I am thankful to have known him. I appre-

ciated the opportunity of attending his funeral in

Canandaigua and paying that tribute of respect to his

memory in his beautiful home.

It is indeed sad that Almighty God, in His

infinite wisdom, has seen fit to take to Himself this

man, young in years but rich in promise of future

usefulness in life. The ways of Providence are

indeed inscrutable, but we accept them with resigna-

tion in the belief that He knows what is for the best.

May the soul of Jean La Rue Burnett rest in peace.
106



In flDemorfam

Honorable FREDERIC DEW. WELLS spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, I always remember a description

that my grandmother gave, when visiting at Con-

cord with some friends on the occasion of the death

of one of the Alcott family. She said that instead

of the house in which the death had occurred being

shrouded in mourning, with blinds drawn and the

gloomy aspect of death pervading the atmosphere,

the windows were all open, the shades drawn up,

and throughout the house were bright garlands of

flowers and a pleasant atmosphere, which she said

she always remembered in the future on every

occasion of a funeral.

It has always been a great lesson to me that in

commenting upon and thinking of our departed dead

we should remember the pleasant and the bright

things of their lives, notwithstanding the always

gloomy reflection of what we have lost.

In rising to address the House in regard to my
neighbor and friend, the late Mervin C. Stanley, I

cannot help feeling and remembering the many

pleasant things which it was my privilege to enjoy

as his friend.

1 came up here as a young and inexperienced

member of the Legislature, and I received from him

that kindness, thoughtfulness and heartfelt sympathy

which I am sure the other younger members of this

House have felt. He was always kindly and courte-

ous in his demeanor. He was most sympathetic in

his insight into the difficulties and the conditions
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which the young men meet. He took particular

trouble for every new man in the Legislature, not

only pointing out the pitfalls into which he might

run, but also in aiding him in his career in this

House. He was always cheerful, no matter how

many embarrassing details were brought to his atten-

tion. He was always kind, considerate and thought-

ful to those about him. It was my pleasure last year

to sit next to him. During the summer and fall,

during the campaign, and afterwards when the Legis-

lature met, I had many frequent interviews with

him and many associations which have endeared him
to my heart. I cannot help speaking to-night upon
the sympathy which we must all feel for his widow,
and the pleasure that he has given to each of our

lives in associating with him.

Outside of that we should all look, I think, at

the really high ideals which he represented in this

Legislature and in his life. He always stood for the

best in legislation. He was not an indiscriminate
" knocker" of legislation which he did not approve;

but in everything that he undertook he seemed to

have a consideration for those who were not as well

versed in legislative matters. But for the higher

ideals which he believed to be the real truths he had

always a strong feeling and reminded one of his life

of leadership in a quiet and unassuming way, but

which had a great influence on members of this House

with whom he came in contact. It was his quiet

leadership that made me often think of those lines

of Emerson in describing the ideal man :
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"Can men or tutors educate,

The serai-god whom we await?

He must be tender, musical, impressional.

Awake to gentle influences of landscape and of sky.

And tender to the spirit touch of man or maiden's eye.

Yet to his native center fast

Shall into future fuse the past

And the world's flowing fates in his own mold recast."

Honorable ROBERT AVERILL spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, three times during the present

eventful, and I believe to be considered historical,

session of the Legislature has the Angel of Death

invaded our circle. Of the one hundred and fifty

men who gathered in this city between five and six

months ago for the purpose of organizing the lower

branch of the Legislature and taking upon them-

selves those duties and responsibilities which go with

the office of the chosen representatives of the people,

three have gone to their last and final rewards.

And it seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that it is very

meet and right that in these closing hours of this

session, as we, after months of wearisome toil, are

about to take ourselves to the peace and quiet of

our homes and to the pleasures of our several voca-

tions in life, we should pause and consider for a

moment the memory of those who have been called

from our ranks and lay a fitting tribute upon the

grave of each.

All that need be said has been said. Fitting

tributes have been paid to the memories of our friends

and our brothers. But before this House adjourns
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to-night, Mr. Speaker, I would crave its indulgence

that I may be permitted to lay my humble tribute

upon the grave of one whom I have known almost

from boyhood.
From a life filled with hope and promise, from a

sphere of active, useful and successful effort, from a

place among the men where honor, consideration and

manly friendships were his, the soul of Jean La Rue
Burnett was called to his Maker. Another beautiful

and generous character, another kind and loyal friend,

another brilliant and scintillating intellect has gone
from the places which knew him, remaining, thank

God, in the memories of men.

His years upon earth were truly few; but it

would seem, Mr. Speaker, as though, having early

numbered his days and ascertained that they were to

be few, he inclined his heart to wisdom; and wisdom,

coupled with effort and industry, certainly was fruit-

ful of accomplishment. To him it was not given,

Mr. Speaker, to round out man's allotted three score

years and ten. To him it was not given to enjoy
the golden and mellow years of the autumn of life.

To him it was not given to sit in old age in his quiet,

peaceful home, and see those whom he begat matur-

ing around him. To him it was not given, Mr.

Speaker, to go down the hill of life hand in hand

with her whom he adored, while the birds of love

sang in the leafless trees of age. No, Mr. Speaker,

these things were denied him. His was the life of

contest, his was the struggle, his the fierce fight which

men must wage who would carve out success in the
no
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face of adversity. His were the joys of the victor

who looks back upon a field well won while hastening

on to another field with a determination that victory

shall again crown his efforts. Those other things of

life he was permitted to enjoy but for a brief space.

The ennobling influences, the uplifting and refining

atmosphere of the home, the pleasure of listening to

the prattle of baby voices and the patter of baby feet

which we know were dearer to his ears than was the

wild applause of the listening crowds as his voice

rang out from the public platform, as we have so

often heard it and enjoyed it these joys he but

briefly tasted. His, Mr. Speaker, was the life of the

man whose sphere encloses not the minor things of

life, but the affairs of state, and would, I believe, had

time been spared him, enclosed and encircled the

affairs of nations. His few joys were bravely fought

for, were honestly won, were deeply enjoyed. Then

came Death, and a place upon the pages of the his-

tory book of the great Empire State. We knew

him, loved him, fain would we have detained him,

but it was not to be. In his going, we bow to the

will of Almighty God. We know that he has gone
to that reward which men cannot bestow.

Honorable THOMAS J. GEOGHAGAN spoke as follows :

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting for me as a member of

Kings county to pay tribute to the memory of our

deceased member from Kings county. The 31st day
of January was a day of sorrow to many members

in
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of this House, for it marked the passing away of one

of our beloved associates, William J. Donohue,
member from the fourteenth district of Kings.

His death created profound sorrow among the

members, for Mr. Donohue was deeply beloved by
all who knew him. It was hard to believe that we
would see him in life no more; that we would no

longer clasp his hand ; that his great heart in which

the fires of love had so often burned brightly was

stilled ; that his lips that had so often uttered words

of wisdom and encouragement were sealed forever.

Everywhere the news of his death caused great

regret, and on all sides were heard words of loving

remembrance of one who had been a friend to many
and an enemy to none.

Mr. Donohue was born in Kings county and

lived there all his life. He was a man in all that the

word implies ;
a consistent officer, a loyal citizen,

a true friend. All who knew him were glad to claim

his friendship.

His beautiful home life was an example to all

about him. He lived and moved in an atmosphere
in which love, kindness and sympathy were the

ruling motives. Mr. Donohue is survived by a

widow and children to whom the sympathy of the

members is extended in their great grief.

His funeral was attended by friends and mem-
bers from all parts of the State, who by their presence

testified to the great love which our deceased member
had awakened in our hearts.
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Monday, July 8, 1907.

R. MANGE offered for the consideration

of the House a resolution, in the words

following :

Resolved, that a committee of five be appointed

to draft suitable memorial resolutions in honor of the

late Hon. William George Hastings, whose recent

and untimely death we all deplore.

Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said resolution, and it was

determined in the affirmative.

Wednesday, July 10, 1907.

Pursuant to resolution, Mr. SPEAKER appointed

Messrs. Mance of Orange, Apgar of Westchester,

Rogers of Broome, Burns of New York and A. E.

Smith of New York as a committee to draft suitable

memorial resolutions in honor of the late William

George Hastings.
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Mr. MANCE. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the

special committee, I present the following memorial

resolutions :

Resolved, that the Assembly has learned with

deepest sorrow ofthe death ofour esteemed colleague,

Hon. William George Hastings, member of Assem-

bly from the first district of Orange county, which

occurred after a brief illness at the city of Albany,
on the 28th day of June, 1907.

He had been a member of this body for three

successive terms. His public services were capable,

intelligent, upright and efficient. His genial tem-

perament, his tact and his attractive personality had

won the admiration and affection of all who were

privileged to know him. His friends were legion, and

his successful public career, while yet in the years of

young manhood, gave promise of greater achieve-

ments, and added honors in the years to come.

With tenderest sympathy for the widow, the

daughter, the parents, and all those near and dear

to him, we place upon our records this lasting tribute

to his memory.
Resolved, that as a further mark of respect to

his memory this House do now adjourn, and that a

copy of these resolutions, suitably engrossed, be

transmitted to the members of his family.

t^ *

Honorable CHAS. E. MANCE then spoke as follows:

Mr. Speaker, on the 28th day of June there

passed out into the realms of the larger life, through
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the gates of pain and agony, in this city, the capital

of the State, one of our number the fourth to fall

since the session began one who came from that

beautiful metropolis of old Orange, enthroned on its

hillsides by the lordly Hudson
;
one who was known

to us all, beloved of us all, especially dear to those

who knew him best and were privileged with intimacy
with his sparkling, attractive, everyday life, one who
has fallen low indeed in the glory of a young, sturdy

and gifted manhood; one endowed with a singular

faculty for making and retaining friends William

George Hastings who now is a mere name and

memory, a name representing nothing more than a

green mound in an acre where we all have our dear

ones, and where all the sleepers sleep eternally.

Only a name ! Yet that name calls before us a

life lived, a record made, a position achieved, envi-

able indeed to one who dwelt on earth only thirty-

nine years. Few are they, who, in so short a space,

win so much of that which is worth striving for and

wresting from the world.

Into these brief years was crowded much work,

much business, much politics, but with it was the

joy of life, the happiness of seeing effort crowned

with success and an abounding geniality that gilded

every day lived with a peculiar glow, and which

made Mr. Hastings one of the pleasantest of men to

meet and associate with.

To us, who knew him so well, it seems strange

and out of place, indeed, to think of him coffined,

shrouded and silent in the darkness of the grave ; he,
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who but yesterday, as it were, was one of us and

with us, so full of life, so strong, so hearty ; whose

hand-clasp conveyed so much of expressed friendship,

was so instinct with vitality.

Yet it is all over. It is finished. "He is as

one who has gone down in the pit.' Successful in

his business career, at his home in Newburgh, in the

most confidential positions for years with the leaders

of his party ;
thrice elected a member of this body,

a happy husband, loving father and ideal in all his

family relations; numerously affiliated with frater-

nities, orders and societies which admit only the

choicest spirits and which betokened his wide popu-

larity it is ended, finis is written.

In this House he was never known to champion
an unjust cause, never rose in his seat to vote other

than according to the whisperings of conscience,

never bent
* *

the pregnant hinges of the knee
'

to

considerations of wealth. His political, as well as

his social and business life, was all frank and open
and above board. No secrecy, no subterranean wire-

pulling, no plots hatched at midnight for him all

was as open as the day, as clear as the noontide, as

explicable as one plus one.

In such a time as this, when we can yet almost

see him yonder in his seat, when the tones of his

voice yet ring in our ears, it is fitting that we should

give public expression to our sense of bereavement

and loss.
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Like as the damask rose you see,

Or like the blossom on the tree,

Or like the dainty flower in May,
Or like the morning of the day,

E'en such is man ; whose thread is spun,

Drawn out, and cut, and so is done.

The rose withers, the blossoms blasteth,

The flower fades, the morning hasteth,

The sun sets, the shadow flies,

The gourd consumes, and man, he dies.

Like to the grass that's newly sprung,

Or like a tale that's new begun,

Or like the bird that's here to-day,

Or like the pearled dew of May,
Or like an hour or like a span,

Or like the singing of a swan,

E'en such is man; who lives by breath,

Is here, now there, in life and death.

The grass withereth, the tale is ended,

The bird is flown, the dew's descended.

The hour is short, the span is long,

The swan's song, death, man's life is done!
"

Mr. SPEAKER put the question whether the

House would agree to said resolution, and it was

determined in the affirmative by a unanimous rising

vote.
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